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Welcome to Tormead

I say this, not just as the Head, but as a Tormead parent, 
too. Knowing that girls feel happy, confident, supported, 
and enthusiastic about their learning is priceless. 

 At Tormead, we provide an excellent, all-round 
education, without limitations. That is why there is 
no gender stereotyping here – girls flourish in every 
subject. Our hugely impressive exam results speak for 
themselves. 

 Through academic excellence, outstanding pastoral 
care and a wealth of extra-curricular opportunities and 
enrichment, we future-proof our pupils’ ambitions 
towards a new world of work, accelerated by AI and 
robotics. 

 We also celebrate individuality and diversity within 
our nurturing and outward-looking community: where 
happiness is a measure of success alongside academic 
performance. 

 But we never rest on past success. For instance, this 
prospectus follows the structure of our exclusive new 
THRIVE (Together, Health, Resilience, Inquisitiveness, 
Vision, Enjoyment) programme, which embodies our 
sense of belonging, safety, empowerment, enjoyment 
and understanding. 

With first-rate, technology-rich learning facilities and 
outstanding teaching delivered in small class settings, 
this is undoubtedly the place for your daughter to fulfil 
her full potential. 

 I look forward to welcoming you all to Tormead soon.  

David Boyd
Head of Tormead School

Our daughters deserve the very best start in life.  
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Our THRIVE programme ensures the Tormead 

community feels a sense of belonging, safety, 

empowerment, enjoyment and understanding:

Together
Connecting to others within supportive relationships – promoting 
kindness, forgiveness and respect.

Health
Recognising behaviours and developing healthy habits – an acceptance of 
emotions and putting positivity into daily life.

Resilience
Embracing challenges and bouncing back from adversity in difficult 
circumstances, where making mistakes is part of the learning process.  

Inquisitiveness
Developing interests beyond the classroom with a free-thinking approach.

Vision
Setting goals linked to academic achievement, which are also beneficial 
for the wider community.

Enjoyment
Bringing joy, love and gratitude into daily life with sustainable habits for 
optimal physical and psychological health.
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Partnering with RGS

Meeting and collaborating with the boys at the 
Royal Grammar School, Guildford (RGS) is an 
important part of Tormead life. This partnership 
starts from Reception and continues throughout 
school. Joint social events include the Year 7 disco 
and the winter formal dinner for Tormead and RGS 
prefects. Sixth Form students from both schools are 
invited to participate in expeditions to Cambodia 
and Nepal. Frequent academic collaborations 
include a Year 8 study day and Sixth Form historical 
debates and English literature symposia. Boys from 
RGS and George Abbot School also join our drama 
productions and attend the Year 9 drama summer 
school. 

Outreach & volunteering

We encourage all our pupils to be involved in their 
local communities – from collecting groceries 
for the North Guildford Food Bank or weekly 
volunteering during their Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award. Our students have volunteered at local 
nursery schools, RGS Prep, and St Joseph’s 
Specialist Trust, a specialist school for pupils with 
complex learning difficulties. 

Charity & community

We fundraise with RGS primarily to fund 
infrastructure and resources at our partnership 
schools in Besisahar, Nepal and to finance Nepali 
student visits. Beyond raising funds for the four 
school charities and the Nepal Partnership, we also 
support the Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC) 
appeals.

As an active member of the Guildford 11–
19 Partnership (an organisation that endeavours to 
ensure vulnerable local pupils receive appropriate 
education), we host a series of events. We have also 
been instrumental in the West Surrey Partnership, 
a cross-sector alliance of local schools that share 
events, resources and knowledge. 
 

Together

Mentorships

A Level subject mentors actively share their passion for 
their favourite subject alongside hosting themed events 
and supporting subject studies. They also contribute to 
our wider academic enrichment programme, leading 
a lecture in their subject area on a chosen topic. Plus, 
they help support younger pupils to make their GCSE 
and A Level choices at Sixth Form tasters and open 
events. Meanwhile, all Year 10 pupils can become peer 
mentors, running lunchtime sessions to offer a listening 
ear to younger girls. It is a great way for Year 10s to take 
responsibility and for younger girls to enjoy support 
from older peers.  

Reading Buddies

Our Reading Buddies scheme fosters a greater love of 
storytelling among pupils. Selected Year 7 and 8 pupils 
benefit from older girls taking an interest in their reading 
during fortnightly library meetings which celebrate a 
shared passion for literature.

Houses

Our House system is woven into all aspects of school life, 
with lunch days and house meetings taking place every 
Friday. Every term culminates in a hugely popular house 
event involving all pupils and staff in competitions such 
as science, music, drama, and the big ‘House Fashion 
and Dance’ showcase. Not to mention sports from 
netball, hockey, football, rounders and swimming to 
gymnastics, rowing, athletics and dance at our two 
annual House Sports Days. Each House also organises 
an annual charity day to raise funds for their chosen 
local charities such as Shooting Star Children’s Hospice 
and Home-Start Guildford as well as charities further 
afield that support the environment and mental health.

Aunts & Nieces

Our popular Aunts and Nieces programme pairs Year 
9 and Year 7 pupils – who then meet regularly for 
breakfast, break-time hot chocolate or team-building 
activities. This is a great way of both supporting our Year 
7 girls and giving new responsibilities to our Year 9s. 
These partnerships last until the girls leave Tormead – 
and many remain in touch beyond school.



Health 
T
H
R
I
V
E

Pastoral care

At Tormead, we fundamentally believe that pupils can 
only be successful when they are happy. 

That is why pastoral care is the cornerstone of our 
provision as we strive to ensure that each and every 
pupil is supported to feel fulfilled, safe and secure within 
our community. 

Our approach to pastoral care focuses upon strong and 
positive relationships between pupils and staff as well as 
an open partnership with parents. 

The relatively small size of our school also makes a 
difference: each pupil is visible and recognised as the 
individual she is.

“Wellbeing is at the heart of what we do here at Tormead, 
supporting a journey on both a personal and academic 
front for each individual. Growing up is not simple and 
our pastoral team and Wellbeing Centre are always there 
to support the girls when a helping hand is needed.” 
Tony Breslin, Deputy Head (Pastoral)

Our Wellbeing Centre 

Our Wellbeing team is made up of school nurses, 
counsellors and a pastoral support officer; together, they 
provide support in response to specific needs. 

• 	 Our counsellors are available for a free and 
confidential counselling service; every pupil has 
access to a number of sessions each academic year. 

• 	 Our school nurses are available every day to respond 
to acute and chronic medical problems. 

• 	 Our pastoral support officer and our Designated 
Safeguarding Lead (DSL) are available throughout 
the day as a listening ear for any pupil experiencing 
upset or difficulty.
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Resilience

Sport: ‘Yes she can!’

Physical activity is central to school life here – helping 
each girl discover a life-long love and appreciation of 
exercise through our broad and stimulating curricular 
and co-curricular programme. By providing inspiring 
teaching and high-level coaching, we carefully nurture 
all pupils, regardless of their ambition and experience, 
to find their sporting passion and maximise their 
potential.

All pupils benefit from our outstanding sports facilities 
on-site: a large sports hall, sprung floor gymnasium, a 
well-equipped fitness suite, and four netball and tennis 
courts. Within a 10-minute walk, pupils also have access 
to our impressive Urnfield Sports Ground for hockey, 
football, cricket and athletics. Upgraded facilities will 
include an all-weather hockey pitch, 400m athletics 
track, and all-weather cricket nets. 

Pupils from Year 7 to Year 11 enjoy a diverse offering 
that promotes physical literacy and movement skills 
alongside the confidence and knowledge to lead 
healthy, active lifestyles. Students in Year 10 to Sixth 
Form select from options across our core sports, as well 
as physical activities that increase physical, mental and 
social wellbeing.

Our co-curricular programme includes over 20 sports 
and activities – so each girl can find what suits her 
best. Delivered by a 30-strong team of PE teachers and 
sports professionals, our co-curricular offer (including a 
Talented Performer Programme) is designed to enable 
our high performing athletes to excel, while creating an 
inclusive ‘sport for all’ environment. 

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 

All pupils are encouraged to participate in The Duke of 
Edinburgh’s (DofE) Award which is a worthwhile scheme 
for both personal development and enhancing any CV. 
The bronze award is offered in Year 9, the silver award is 
undertaken in Year 10, and the gold award is completed 
during Sixth Form. 

DofE helps the girls develop new skills, gain confidence 
and is advantageous for applying for apprenticeships, 
university places or careers. It is also an excellent 
opportunity to showcase skills such as communication, 
commitment, leadership and teamwork. 

Our dedicated in-house team of pastoral and technical 
staff ensure safe and rewarding expeditions, which also 
help prepare girls for our joint international expeditions 
to Cambodia and Nepal with RGS in the Sixth Form.
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Inquisitive

Academic life 

At Tormead, our pupils enjoy inspiring lessons, 
delivered by well-qualified, talented and caring 
staff.

Our Senior School has academic excellence and 
achievement at its core. We believe that happy 
and confident pupils simply learn better – which 
is reflected in our outstanding GCSE results 
each year. It is all about sharing the enjoyment 
of knowledge and letting the results look after 
themselves.

Our enrichment programme involves an 
opportunity to attend a university-style lecture 
every week, fostering a love of learning outside 
of the traditional classroom environment. These 
lectures are enormously popular, with 50-100 
pupils attending each week. Led by staff and Sixth 
Form students, the topics covered are designed 
to challenge and inspire: from Women’s poetry 
in the ancient world to How to ‘read’ film with a 
critical eye.

Scholars 

At Tormead, we provide an atmosphere in which 
all our pupils can achieve their potential. Our 
Beacon Enrichment Programme includes a half-
termly series of evening lectures for our academic 
scholars (and other interested pupils). Recent 
guest speakers have included a Tudor history 
professor, a consultant dermatologist and a PhD 
student researching dark matter. Scholars are 
also encouraged to attend the Gresham Society 
lectures and IMAG (Guildford 11-19 Partnership) 
events and to join the Oxplore Book Club. 
Finally, our Clayton Society for scholars meets on 
Tuesday lunchtimes to encourage critical debate 
of big philosophical or societal issues. Scholars 
are also invited to our annual Clayton Scholars’ 
Dinner featuring a guest speaker.
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Careers guidance

Our careers education programme is delivered through 
curriculum PSHE lessons, careers events and experiences, 
and one-to-one appointments available throughout the 
academic year. This ensures impartial advice, coaching 
and support to all pupils and parents, to facilitate informed 
decision-making at every stage. One-to-one appointments 
are available for pupils when choosing their GCSE subjects, 
A Level subjects and post-18 options. Focusing on the right 
path for each individual student – by promoting curiosity, 
reflection, aspirational thinking, and decisive action – is at 
the heart of our provision. 

Work experience 

For future pathway decision-making and providing 
context for subject learning, work experience is vital. 
That is why all Year 11s are expected to undertake work 
experience in June – an exciting opportunity to explore 
potential career interests and gain essential experience 
for UCAS or Degree Apprenticeship applications. We 
work closely with our parent and alumnae community to 
proactively identify unique and valuable opportunities.   

Connecting with employers 

We are fortunate to have professionals from our 
supportive parent and alumnae community sharing 
their career experiences and tips. At our popular annual 
networking event, pupils learn about different career 
paths and professions and are given the confidence to 
network independently.  

Connecting with 
Higher Education 

Our links with the University of Surrey include a visit to 
The Court of the Future in the Law School to watch mock 
trials and debate human rights. In addition, the University 
of Surrey and Royal Holloway admissions teams deliver 
presentations about degree choices, student finance and 
student life. 

Virtually all our Upper Sixth students achieve their first-
choice university places, with approximately 86% receiving 
offers from Russell Group and Oxbridge universities, and 
around 60% going on to study STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics) courses.
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Clubs & activities

In early September, we hold an activity fair to show 
pupils the fantastic range of clubs and activities on 
offer: from performing arts, sports, art, chess, cookery 
and robotics to newer additions such as circus skills, 
LEGO, special effects and advanced problem-solving. 
Senior pupils are encouraged to be actively involved in 
the running of clubs to develop leadership skills which 
benefit the wider school community.

School trips: Home & abroad

Pupils are offered a wide variety of exciting day and 
residential trips throughout the school year. As they 
progress, the destination choices broaden – recent trips 
have included Belgium, Costa Rica, Ecuador and The 
Galapagos, France, Germany, Iceland, Italy, Malaysia, 
Nepal, Spain, Vietnam, Washington and Zambia. 
Other trips include theatre performances, subject 
masterclasses and skiing.



Performing Arts

The performing arts help to develop each pupil 
intellectually, socially and pastorally.  Above all, we 
strive to make these subjects enjoyable and accessible – 
which actively involve pupils in different ways and at all 
levels. They have a vital part to play within our academic 
curriculum as a unique outlet for self-expression, 
creativity, teamwork and fun.

Music 

Music is central to school life with more than 16 high-
profile events each academic year and many additional 
informal performances and recitals. Over 20 specialist 
music teachers offer a range of instrument tuition. 
And there is a lively programme of co-curricular 
masterclasses and over 20 ensembles rehearsing every 
week. Not to mention visits to concerts and musicals 
to enrich pupils’ understanding of music. In fact, nearly 
half of all Tormead girls learn an instrument here. Our 
endangered instruments scheme offers 10 fully funded 
places to learn an endangered instrument annually 
(including the bassoon, double bass, French horn, oboe, 
orchestral percussion, trombone and viola).

Music has taken our pupils throughout the UK and 
beyond. We hold a biennial music tour to Europe 
(previously Germany, Italy and France). Closer to home, 
we have performed at Winchester, Southwark and 
Portsmouth Cathedrals. 

Drama 

Enjoyment, innovation and self-expression… these are 
the main aims of drama at Tormead, which has a unique 
place in our curriculum. Drama also provides transferable 
skills, such as co-operation, self-control and, most 
importantly, self-confidence.

Our wide and varied curricular and extra-curricular 
programme includes staging at least two productions 
per year, involving pupils from all years. Weekly drama 
clubs run for pupils in Year 7 (Drama Club) and Years 8 and 
9 (Youth Theatre), plus Upper School Theatre Company 
for Years 10 and above. There is also a Technical Theatre 
Club and pupils are encouraged to help in other areas 
of theatrical production, such as stage management, 
costume, makeup, lighting and sound. 

An annual House Drama competition features a cast 
selected from pupils in Years 7, 8 and 9, plus we run four 
theatre trips per year and introduce outside practitioners 
to the drama department through workshops and 
masterclasses. Finally, pupils from all year groups may 
take individual lessons in Speech and Drama, working 
towards the LAMDA examinations. 

Enjoyment
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Advanced Problem Solving • Art Club • Book Club • Brass Ensemble • Casual 

Croquet • Chamber Choir • ChemSoc • Chess Club • Classics Club • Classics 

Society • Composition Club • Concert Band  • Craft Club • Creative Writing Club 

• Debating Club • DofE Bronze Level Cookery Club • Drama Club • Eco-Club • 

Explore Club • Glee Musical Theatre Club • Green Fingers Club • Homework 

Club • Improvisation Club • Intermediate String Ensemble  • Jazz Band • Junior 

Debating Club • Knit and Stitch • LAMDA Speech and Drama • Laser Cutting 

Club • LEGO Club • LGBTQ+ Society • Lower School Cookery Club • Maths Club 

• Modern Foreign Languages Club • Neurodiversity Club • Oxbridge Preparation 

• Past Times History Club • Performing Arts Club • Saxophone Group • Senior 

Guitar Ensemble • Senior String Ensemble • Senior Theory Club • Senior 

Engineering Club • Senior Literacy Society • Sound Intentions • Special Effects 

Club • Storyboard Club • Symphony Orchestra • Textiles Club • Tormead Young 

Voices • Tormead VOX • Upper School Theatre Company • Wellbeing Club • Youth 

Theatre • Athletics • Cricket • Dance • Participation Gymnastics • Development 

Gymnastics • Bridge Gymnastics • National Gymnastics • Hockey Performance 

Programme • Netball Performance Programme • Performance Tennis • 

Recreational Rounders • Rowing • Rowing Racing Squad S&C • Cheerleading • 

Senior Performance Cricket • Senior Running Club • Senior Stunt Cheerleading • 

Senior Swim Squad • Senior Wellbeing Walk • Strength and Conditioning • Table 

Tennis • Yoga

Co-Curricular Clubs

Enjoyment



Visiting Tormead 

Attending an Open Morning event 
is an ideal way to get to know our 
school, meet our Head, David Boyd, 
and hear directly from our pupils 
about life at Tormead. 

If you are unable to attend an Open 
Morning, our Head of Admissions, Mrs 
Jo Drury, will be pleased to arrange an 
individual tour. She can be contacted 
on 01483 796040 or by email on 
admissions@tormeadschool.org.uk.

Transport 

Guildford is easily accessible by both 
road and rail and our pupils travel 
to school from the many towns and 
villages throughout Surrey. The 
School is a short walk from London 
Road Station and many Senior School 
pupils travel by train. 

Our dedicated Tormead coach 
service offers pupils and parents 
a convenient, safe, reliable and 
environmentally friendly means of 
transport to and from school. We 
currently operate eight routes, using 
well regarded local coach operators, 
covering Camberley, Cobham, 
Cranleigh, Esher, Ewhurst, Farnham, 
Godalming, Haslemere, Peaslake, 
Surbiton, Walton, Weybridge, Woking 
and the surrounding villages.

Admissions
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Cranley Road, Guildford, Surrey GU1 2JD

tormeadschool.org.uk
	 FACEBOOK	 @TormeadSchool
	 INSTAGRAM 	 @tormeadschool
	 X 	 @TormeadSchool

General Enquiries
Telephone 01483 575101

office@tormeadschool.org.uk

Admissions
Telephone 01483 796040

admissions@tormeadschool.org.uk


