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The Sixth Form Difference
We are so proud of our Sixth Form students, 
who reflect the unique ethos of Tormead.

So, how do we produce these well-rounded, confident 
and intellectually curious young women, ready to 
make a positive contribution?

By INSPIRING your intellectual and social confidence through 
opportunities such as symposium research and presentations, 
assemblies, the Horizons programme, and voluntary work at 
local schools and care homes.

By EQUIPPING you with the knowledge, ability and motivation 
to make ambitious, exciting career choices.

By DEVELOPING your leadership skills as mentors, House 
Captains and Sixth Form Ambassadors.

By FOSTERING positive workplace relationships by treating you 
as an adult.

By OFFERING a wide range of support for you to pursue diverse 
courses after A Level (including specialist Oxbridge advice).

By ENCOURAGING your own individual and unique interests.

By EMPOWERING you with the voice to express concerns and 
actively lead on them.





“At Tormead Sixth Form, we are extremely proud of our students 
representing the unique ethos of our school community. We 
strive to nurture well-rounded, confident, intellectually curious 
young women. 

Through encouragement of discussion and collaboration, we 
foster and build a positive culture of familiarity – by supporting 
and challenging every individual. 

Within the changing dynamic of our Sixth Form environment, 
the student-teacher relationship adapts to more relaxed 
delivery of lessons in dedicated workspaces at our Sixth Form 
centre. This provides the perfect progression towards degree 
apprenticeships, university and beyond…

Opportunities to complete symposium research and 
presentations, contribute to and host assemblies, the Horizons 
programme and volunteering all help to inspire intellectual and 
social confidence. We also develop leadership skills through our 
roles of responsibility including the Head Girl Team, House and 
Sports Captains, Ambassadors and Mentors. 

Above all, we will inspire you to believe 
that you are destined to achieve your 
ambitions: from the initial sense of pride 
when you join our exceptional Sixth Form 
to the bittersweet farewell as you leave us 
with two years of wonderful memories!”

Nicole Richards-Jones 
Head of Sixth Form

Welcome



Horizons 
Horizons is our fortnightly lecture programme delivered in the 
autumn and spring terms by a diverse range of outside speakers. 
The aim of these talks is to introduce a different way of looking 
at and experiencing the world through the careers and life 
stories of the guest speakers. Recent speakers have included a 
local MP, a photojournalist covering conflicts in the Middle East, 
an ex-inmate of a high security prison in the United States, a 
scientific researcher who worked on the Covid vaccine, and a 
person living with HIV. 

Sixth Sense
Sixth Sense is a regular programme of talks and workshops 
delivered by staff and guest speakers to help prepare you for 
life beyond Tormead, including practical advice on applying 
to university and preparing your personal statement. These 
sessions also encourage discussions relating to mental health 
and topics such as sexuality and identity - creating a popular 
forum for inspiring debate beyond the classroom.

Electives
Our Electives programme provides personal and practical 
development opportunities for all students. From learning about 
budgeting and managing finances at university, to cooking and 
doing basic car maintenance, these sessions are designed to 
equip you with essential practical skills and are a productive use 
of your time outside of lessons.



Leadership
You will be introduced to various leadership styles and effective 
strategies for achieving different aims and outcomes. During 
your residential trip at the start of the year, there is a focus on 
global leadership as well as leading in the Tormead and local 
community.

There are also leadership opportunities across the entire 
school, such as the Head Girl Team, Ambassadors and Academic 
Mentors. The range of opportunities available recognises the 
importance of honing different leadership qualities and means 
that everyone can build their leadership skills in a personalised 
and accessible way.

Outreach
We encourage you to be involved in our local communities, 
whether collecting groceries for the local foodbank, or weekly 
volunteering as part of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. 
All Sixth Form students are expected to dedicate two hours 
every fortnight to outreach and volunteering activities. These 
have recently included volunteering at local nurseries, primary 
schools, care homes and a specialist school for pupils with 
complex learning difficulties.
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Pastoral Care
Pastoral care is the cornerstone of our Sixth 
Form and underpins all our students’ successes. 

Daily pastoral support is available for every Sixth 
Former. Mixed form groups of Year 12 and Year 13 
students meet with their form tutor every morning, 
giving everyone the opportunity to access support at 
the start of the school day. 

The Sixth Form team operates an open-door policy, and they 
have a great deal of experience in working with Sixth Form 
students. Anyone can benefit from regular one-to-one chats with 
the Sixth Form team to discuss any matters of concern.

You will also have access to our Wellbeing Centre, including:

o School counsellors – available for a free and confidential 
counselling service; every student can access a number of 
sessions each academic year.

o School nurses – always available to respond to medical 
problems.

o Pastoral support officer and the Designated 
Safeguarding Lead (DSL) – available throughout the day 
as a listening ear for any student experiencing upset or 
difficulty.





Academic Life
During two key years of academic progress 
and fulfilment in the Sixth Form, you have the 
opportunity to achieve so much. 

Not only do our impressive A Level grades 
and exciting university destinations speak for 
themselves, but the wide scope of degree subjects 
chosen also reflects our diverse curriculum.

o Art, Craft & Designo Biology o Business o Chemistryo Classical Civilisation o Computer Science o Design and Technology o Drama and Theatreo Economics o English Literatureo French o Geography o Germano Historyo Latin o Mathematics

o Musico Physical Educationo Physicso Politics o Psychology o Religious Studies o Spanisho Further Mathematicso Level 3 Gold Art Award * o Level 3 Extended Project Qualification 

o Level 3 Mathematical Studies

o Level 3 Sports Leadership

*Available from 2025-2026

A Level Subject Options





Academic Enrichment

Tormead Symposium

Our academic enrichment programme 
continues to grow in the Sixth Form where we 
expect you to lead by example and take control 
of your own learning. 

Tormead Symposium is an individual extended 
project undertaken by each Year 12 student on 
an academic topic of your choice, alongside 
your formal studies. 

These lectures are led by staff and Sixth Formers - covering 
topics designed to challenge and inspire. The programme 
encourages you to take a leadership role in the school 
community and learn the valuable life-skill of presenting 
complex ideas to a large audience. 

During the project, you will undertake extensive research on this 
chosen topic, producing an annotated bibliography of sources 
and giving a short presentation of the findings to an audience of 
students and staff.  

This develops research, academic writing and presentation 
skills, as well as overall management of an independent project 
and increasing specialist knowledge in a specific field. Tormead 
Symposium is of immense value in preparing Year 12s for Upper 
Sixth, university and future careers, and provides excellent 
material for students writing applications for UCAS or preparing 
for interviews.



Scholars
Academic scholarship holders take part in a wealth of super-
curricular activities. They are given opportunities to attend the 
Gresham Society lectures and IMAG (Guildford 11-19 Partnership) 
events and join the Oxplore Book Club.

All Sixth Form scholars are expected to give a 20-minute enrichment 
lecture to the rest of the school. Scholars are also invited to our 
annual Clayton Scholars’ Dinner with a guest speaker.

Subject mentors and scholars run mentoring sessions in their 
chosen subjects for the pupils in the Lower School. These sessions 
are entirely student-led and encourage Sixth Formers to engage 
with younger pupils, offering expert help and advice.

All students are expected to develop and update an academic 
reading or listening portfolio in subject(s) they are interested in 
studying at university, encouraging greater independence alongside 
valuable preparation for the academic reading required at university.



Advice and Guidance 
Like every student, you will gain access 
to expert advice and guidance to help 
with career decision-making. Our Careers 
Advisor provides information and help 
on a range of post-18 options including 
degree and university choices, gap years 
and degree apprenticeships. 

UCAS Support
All students take part in our UCAS preparation 
programme which begins in the autumn term of 
Year 12, starting with sessions on how to choose 
a subject for higher education and research on 
course content. In the spring term, the UCAS 
personal statement is introduced, with one-to-
one advice available in addition to the support 
given via our Sixth Sense programme. You will 
also work with your form tutor in form time 
drafting your personal statement ready for the 
end of Year 12.  

In addition, you will have a full day devoted to 
UCAS in the autumn term of Year 12 with visiting 
speakers and an evening in the spring term where 
speakers from several universities are invited to 
talk to students and parents. 



Oxbridge, Medicine, Dentistry and 
Veterinary Support Programme 

If you decide to apply to Oxbridge (about 10% 
of our students do), you will benefit from a 
dedicated support programme led by our 
Oxbridge application coordinators and tutors. 
This includes comprehensive personal statement 
feedback and a mock interview programme with 
the support of relevant sector professionals and 
experienced Oxbridge alumnae.  

Those applying to medicine, dentistry and 
veterinary science degrees receive intensive 
support and advice on the application process, 
admissions tests, and specialist mock interviews. 
Our applicants for medicine, dentistry and 
veterinary science have had a 100% success rate 
in recent years. 

Work Experience 
As a Year 12 student, you are expected to undertake 
a work experience placement. This is a great 
opportunity to explore potential career interests 
and gain essential experience for UCAS or degree 
apprenticeship applications. We work closely with 
our parent and alumnae community to proactively 
identify unique and valuable work experience 
opportunities for you to take advantage of.  



Networking
Professionals from our parent and alumnae community share 
their career experiences and tips for success through a variety 
of formats. Our popular annual networking events are a great 
opportunity for you to learn about different career paths and 
professions, providing the confidence to network independently 
within a safe and familiar environment.
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Virtually all our Upper Sixth students 
achieve their first-choice university 
places, with approximately 86% 
receiving offers from Russell Group 
and Oxbridge universities, and 
around 60% heading off to STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics) courses. 

There are limitless possibilities waiting 
for you, as our alumnae prove. For 
instance, we have old Tormeadians 
flying high, from an easyJet airline 
pilot to a circus performer with Cirque 
du Soleil. Others work at McLaren, 
Dyson and Mercedes. Not to mention 
the Premier League’s first female 
football commentator! 

Beyond Tormead

A Tormead education means that you will enjoy a relationship 
with the school for life. Alumnae are brought together by 
ConnecTormead, our alumnae network. Our Development and 
Alumnae Office supports old Tormeadians to remain in contact with 
the school and each other so you can access a world of similarly 
minded people for support, community and friendship in the future.

ConnecTormead



Attending a Sixth Form Open Evening is an ideal way to 
get to know our school and meet our Sixth Form team and 
students.  If you are unable to attend an Open Evening, our 
Head of Admissions, Mrs Jo Drury, will be pleased to arrange an 
individual tour. She can be contacted on 01483 796040.

For entry into the Sixth Form, applicants will need to complete 
an application form indicating their preferred A Level subject 
choices as well as information about their background, interests 
and achievements. All applicants are invited to a series of 
interviews with our Head, Mr Boyd, the Head of Sixth Form and 
Head of Careers.  Offers of places are conditional on I/GCSE 
results.

Scholarships available for Sixth Form are: Academic, Art, 
Drama, Music and Sport. Should a candidate wish to apply for 
a scholarship they will need to attend an audition/assessment 
in art, drama, music and/or sport. For academic scholarships, 
candidates nominate two subjects they would like to sit 
scholarship papers for.

Admissions

Scholarships



Guildford is easily accessible by both road and rail; and our 
students travel to school from towns and villages throughout 
Surrey. The school is a short walk from London Road Station and 
many students travel by train.

Our dedicated Tormead coach service offers convenient, 
safe, reliable and environmentally-friendly transport to and 
from school. We currently operate eight routes, using well-
regarded local coach operators, covering Camberley, Cobham, 
Cranleigh, Esher, Ewhurst, Farnham, Godalming, Haslemere, 
Peaslake, Surbiton, Walton, Weybridge, Woking and the 
surrounding villages.

Transport



Cranley Road, Guildford, Surrey GU1 2JD

tormeadschool.org.uk
 FACEBOOK @TormeadSixth
 INSTAGRAM  @tormeadsixth

General Enquiries
Telephone 01483 575101

office@tormeadschool.org.uk

Admissions
Telephone 01483 796040

admissions@tormeadschool.org.uk


